
 

Minutes of the Salisbury and South Wiltshire District Scout AGM meeting 

held on Saturday 17th June 2017 at Dennis Marsh House 
 

This year’s AGM was opened at 19:30hrs by Roger Demain-Griffiths Chairman. 
 

1) Welcome 
 

Roger Demain-Griffiths Chairman welcomed everyone to this year’s AGM and announced that after the AGM 
the Cub section will run a special game of Bingo!  

 

2) Apologies 
 

Jo Desborough, Bev Turner, Mark Warner, Gerald Russell, Adrian Baker, Oliver Hopkins, Elaine Murrell, 
Deana Dyde, Graham Dredge, Chris Pope County Treasurer, Terry Lodge Vice President. 

 
3) Minutes of the previous AGM held on 18th June 2016 

 

The Chairman asked the meeting to accept the Minutes of the previous AGM held on June 18th 2016. This 
was proposed by Douglas St John Chapman District President and seconded by Sandra McKenna. The 
meeting being in favour, these were accepted as a true record. 

 
4) Presentation and adoption of the District Annual Report (less accounts) 

 
David Waspe District Commissioner thanked the District Secretary for compiling this District Annual Report 
(less accounts) then proposed its presentation and adoption, this was seconded by Steve Barley County 
Commissioner and carried by those present. 

 
5) Presentation and adoption of the District Accounts 

 
Ivor Davies (Treasurer) proposed the adoption of the District Accounts as seen in the Annual Review. The 
proposal was seconded by Keith Bennett County Deputy Commissioner Program and carried by those 
present. 

 
6) Approval of the District Commissioner’s Nomination of District Chairman  

 
The District Commissioner thanked the current Chairman Roger Demain-Griffiths for his support during the 
past year and nominated Roger for re-election. The meeting being in favour, Roger will continue as 
Chairman. 

 

7) Approval of the Nominations by the District Commissioner and the District Executive Committee of 
elected members of the District Scout Council   

 
The District Commissioner nominated Ludo MaCaulay (Ex-Station Office Salisbury Fire Brigade). This was 
approved by those present. 

 

8) Election of Officers of the District Scout Council 
 

 District Secretary 
 

There being no nominations received Paul Prince agreed to remain in the post and this was carried by those 
present. 

 

District Treasurer 
 

There being no nominations received Ivor Davies agreed to remain in the post and this was carried by those 
present. 

 



 

9) Election of members of the District Scout Council and Executive Committee 
 

The Chairman asked the Secretary for nominations:  Robert Jones (District Leader representative) and 
Richard Waters (Scout Shop Manager). These were approved by those present.  

 
10) Approval of the District Commissioner’s nominations of members of the District Executive Committee 

 
The Chairman asked the DC for his nominations:  Mrs. Dee Prince (Recruitment) – Mrs Deana Dyde – Peter 
Handford (DMH Manager) – Spencer Mulholland (Media & PR Manager). These were approved by those 
present. 

  
11) Election of a Group Scouter to serve on the County Scout Council 

 

The Chairman asked the DC for his nomination of Mrs. Rachel Squires, this was approved by those present. 
  
12) Appointment of Auditor  

 

 The Treasurer proposed Clifford Fry of Netherhampton, this was approved by those present.  
 

13) Notices 
 

Dave addressed the meeting and thanked all leaders and adult support for their time and enthusiasm in 
providing Scouting here in the District at a very high standard, they make the DC’s job easier and please read 
my full report in the District Review. 
Dave updated those present with the Districts ambition to own its own Campsite to which fund raising is 
gaining momentum. 
 

 

The County Commissioner Steve Barley addressed the meeting: 
 

First of all, thank you for inviting me along to your AGM and it’s great to see you all and what a great turn 
out. 

 

I won’t take up too much of your time but I would like to share with you, or rather remind you all, of some of 
your successes regarding growth over the last twelve months. Like many of you here this evening I suspect, 
when one refers to the numbers game, the mind switches off and transitions onto far more exciting 
thoughts. However, In Salisbury & South Wiltshire District, you have yet again, achieved a positive Census 
outcome and therefore, the numbers I would like to share with you, may in this instance, stop your minds 
from wandering. For example, did you know that the number of your Beaver Colonies and Scout Troops are 
up by 6% over last year? When referring to the actual increase in young people in Salisbury & South 
Wiltshire, the numbers are equally impressive: 

 

 Beaver Scouts are up by 6% 

 Cub Scouts are up by  10% 

 Scouts are up by 4% 

 Explorer Scouts are up by 5% 
 

As an average, your District has increased its young people membership by 7% compared to last year.  
 

Your adult membership has increased from last year too, by an amazing 46%! I am sure you will agree with 
me that this is an extraordinary increase, but call me cynical, could it be because 2016 to 2017 is the first 
year that Adult Members have not had to pay their membership subscription?! 

 
Joking aside, the increase in numbers I have just shared with you are indicative of an exciting, challenging 
and adventurous programme. And this programme requires hard work, dedication, enthusiasm and skills to 
realise week in week out. And this is down to you guys, all of you. From those of you who work directly with 
young people in your Beaver Colonies, Cub Packs, Scout Troops and Explorer Scout Units, to the supporters  
                      CONT: 



 

 
 
such as your ADC Team and your District Commissioner and your Executive Committees, who without their 
support and administration, a lot of your projects, perhaps, would never get off the ground. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank you all for your hard work and for being part of Scouting in Salisbury and 
South Wiltshire District. 

 

But going back to the ‘numbers game’. I hope that you are all like me in that you don’t see it as a numbers 
game, but rather an opportunity and realisation in reaching out to as many young people as possible so that 
they can experience for themselves, what our Founder, Robert Baden-Powell referred to as “…this great 
game of Scouting”. I am sure you will agree that Scouting is just as relevant today as it was back in 1907.  
As Vision 2018 approaches and we realise our objectives based on Youth Shaped Scouting, Community 
Impact, Growth and Inclusivity, we have already, as a result of Summit 17, decided upon the direction 
Scouting will take us over the next five years where we will be focusing on Scouting promoting and providing 
Skills for Life, by addressing The Programme, The People who will be required to deliver it and the 
Perception of Scouting by the general public. After long consultation, the Association has recognised that 
young people today communicate with each other in ways that to some of us, is far too complicated and 
indicative of a modern, technical age, in a language that is far too advanced for us ‘oldies’ to contemplate 
deciphering! The Association will therefore, in the future look into ways of exploiting social media and the 
world wide web in order to communicate, promote and deliver Scouting to young people in a way that they 
are familiar with, and in an attempt to further reach out to those who would, for one reason or another, 
never contemplate Scouting in helping them achieve their career and life goals. 

 

I am sure you all agree, exciting times lie ahead and I invite you all to experience what Scouting is planning 
for the future and for our young people. Thank you! 
 
 The Chairman thanked the Cub Scout section for providing the theme for this year’s AGM and announced 
the 2018 AGM would be arranged by the Beaver section on June 9th 19:00 for 19:30.   
 
The AGM finished at 19.57. 
 
The next AGM will be on Saturday June 9th 2018 19:00 for 19:30  

 
  
 
 Paul Prince 
 District Secretary  


